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Women’s squads on the dock after our team End-of-Season Banquet 

End-of-Season Banquet  
This past spring semester, members of the William and Mary 
Rowing Club gathered at the Tack Family Boathouse on the 
Chickahominy river to celebrate and recognize the outstanding 
achievements of the team for the past two semesters. Coaches, 
parents, rowers, and coxswains alike congregated around picnic 
tables overflowing with food to eat, laugh, and reminisce, joking 
with one another about the past rowing season and smiling ear-to-
ear under the bright midday sun. The banquet began with a 
charming speech by the team's president Erin Biesecker and the 
presentation of the Most Valuable Oarswoman and Most Valuable 
Oarsman awards, a distinction awarded to two individuals on 
varsity (one man and one woman) who, during the past year, 
demonstrated exceptional work ethic, physical performance, and 
team spirit on his/her respective varsity squad. This year's 
recipients were sophomore Sophie Luwis of the women's team and 
senior Tristan Kuhn of the men's team. The second award 

Backsplash Spring 2018 �1

THE BACKSPLASH 
Banquet | Dad Vail | ACRA | Alumni News

Banquet Awards 

Most Valuable Oarsman: 
Tristan Kuhn ‘18 

Most Valuable Oarswoman: 
Sophia Luwis ‘20 

Nathan Walker Award:  
Mollie Gaines ‘19 

Charles Ehrlich Award:    
Kevin Antonevich ’19 

Varsity Men’s Captain:   
David Naitove ‘20 

Varsity Women’s Captain: 
Natalie White ‘19 

ACRA  Awards

Tribe Medaling Boats: 
Women’s 2x - Gold  

Team Points: 
Women’s Small Boats - 2nd 

All-Region Mid-Atlantic 
Team: 

Hannah Bruzzio 
Erin Biesecker 

Izzy Owens  
Abby Williams 

Cox: Catalina Layton  
Coach: Graham Ludmer 

Academic All-American: 
Julie Luecke 

Mollie Gaines 
Elizabeth Strauss 

Adam Hazard 
Quinn Arnone 

Kevin Antonevich



WMRC Spring 2018 April 27, 2018

presented was the Ehrlich Award, a distinction awarded 
to one varsity individual who contributed significantly to 
the growth and development of the team. This year's 
recipient was Kevin Antonevich, the captain of the 
varsity men's team during the 2017-18 season. 
Following the Ehrlich Award was the Walker Award, a 
distinction awarded to one varsity rower who  best 
embodies a passion and enthusiasm for the sport of 
rowing. This year's recipient was Mollie Gaines, the 
captain of the varsity women's team during the 2017-18 
season as well as the former recipient of the award 
during the 2016-17 season. Captains for the team's 
upcoming season were also announced: David Naitove 
for the men's team and Natalie White for the women's 
team.  
         The banquet was characterized by two particularly 
moving speeches given by men's coach Brian Comey 
and varsity women's coach and program director 
Graham Ludmer. In their respective speeches, both 
coaches celebrated the legacy and contributions of the team's graduating seniors, applauding 
their work ethic, unwavering dedication, kindness, and sincere love for the sport and the team. The 
seniors were presented with gift bags as well as cards signed by the team, thanking them for their 
time and wishing them luck with their future endeavors. The banquet concluded with a slideshow 
of superlative awards, a senior send-off video (created by sophomore Jess Wakelin), and a lively 
photoshoot on the boathouse dock. 
 M. Hogan, Novice Women ‘21 

Dad Vail Regatta 
 The Jefferson Dad Vail Regatta, now in its 80th year, is the largest collegiate regatta in 
North America, with over 100 colleges and Universities from the U.S. and Canada participating. 
Every year, thousands of student athletes gather to compete during the weekend of the second 
Saturday in May. As the numbers indicate, Dad Vail is no walk-in-the-park regatta; this is the 
highest level of racing at the club level in the United States. For many teams, Dad Vail is the final 
chance to make their mark, and for some Varsity Programs it is their one and only shot at making 
IRAs (the Varsity National Championship). The competition is fierce, but the Schuylkill (/
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Seniors at Banquet



WMRC Spring 2018 April 27, 2018

ˈskuːlkɪl/ SKOOL-kil) River is an unrelenting 
beast all its own. The 2000-meter course is 
notorious for some of the hardest racing 
conditions, including a bridge, a turn, and—
if you’re unlucky enough to get placed in 
the cursed sixth lane—you get an island 
whose current could rip you straight off 
course and unto its sufferable shore. The 
pedigree of the racing here is astounding: 
for club teams this is the highest level of 
competition we will ever face. In order to 
be successful at such a regatta, our team 

has set the prerequisite that we would send only our strongest and fastest rowers, usually by 
proving ourselves through medaling at SIRA. This year we were able to send some of the fastest 
crews our team has seen in years, including a Women’s Double, Men’s Pair, and Men’s Lightweight 
4+. It was great to see all the hard work these crews put in throughout the season start to pay off, 
and gain some incredible results, really putting William & Mary back on the map as a top-tier club.  
            Despite it all, Dad Vail is something truly incredible. The City of Philadelphia and the tens of 
thousands of people at the regatta all come together to cheer on every boat coming down the 
line, rallying to support the sport in its purest form. The moments when talking with people from 
all over the country (and even Canada!), hearing the roar of the crowd over the spectators, every 
stroke, every ounce of blood, sweat, and tears…it all comes together to make you realize the true 
beauty of it all, and the unwavering strength of the rowing community. We come back from this 
regatta bringing two things: pride — in our program, in our work, in our community — and an 
insatiable appetite for Free Speed. We will be back, faster than ever — this is where we belong.   
 M. Zachary, Varsity Men ’19 

What an amazing weekend to look back on. Our 
lightweight varsity men’s four, varsity men’s pair, and 
varsity women’s double drove up to the beautiful 
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia, PA on Thursday, May 
10th to compete on Friday and Saturday. Despite the 
tough competition against NCAA programs, all three 
boats did significantly well in their categories, beating 
both club and division teams. The students present 
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Men’s team on the dock after Banquet

Women’s 2x at Dad Vail
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representing William & Mary were: Tristan Kuhn, Kevin Antonevich, 
Andrew Oudkirk, Sam Mosquera, Lydia Mackey, Adam Hazard, 
Matthew Zachary, Natalie White, and Erin Biesecker. Although our 
club cannot afford to send the whole team to this regatta, we are 
thankful for support from the Friends of Tribe Rowing in sending the 
boats who qualified under our club regulations to compete at such a 
high level. Staying after our races to watch the finals of the world’s 
largest collegiate regatta on Saturday afternoon was awe-inspiring. 
We all returned to Williamsburg ready to work harder than ever to do 
our school proud and get the Tribe name out in the rowing 
community. Already, there are whispers from other teams that we are 
growing to become a club team to be reckoned with!  
 E. Biesecker, Varsity Women ‘19 

ACRAs 
 Our two weeks of training for the American Club Rowing 
Association (ACRA) National Championship Regatta have given the 
words “rowing practice” a new meaning. As a novice woman, I was 
only too happy to stay an extra two weeks after finals with the team 
that I love where our only responsibility would be to row twice a day 
and relax. Little did I know that the step from novice practices to 
varsity practices would be a more significant than I expected. For the 
novice women, the time in between practices for the first few days 
was spent laughing with exhaustion and wondering how we were 
going to survive the next practice of the day. Somehow, we always 
managed to survive with the rowing battle wounds of blisters, 
sunburns, track bites, and bug bites to prove it. Our first week of 
training also coincided with a tropical storm, so at most practices, we 
were soaked by the end. As the days went on, the practices got 
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Senior Spotlights 

Hannah Bruzzio 

Squad: Varsity Women 
Major: Biology with a minor 
in Marine Science 
Favorite WMRC Memory: 
rowing back to the dock 
when the sun is setting 
directly into your eyes and 
then pulling into the creek for 
those three to five strokes in 
the shade behind the trees 
What’s Next: Moss Landing 
Marine Lab graduate 
program seeking a master’s 
degree in Marine Biology 

Emma Derry 

Squad: Varsity Women 
Major: double in Biology and 
Anthropology 
Favorite WMRC Memory: 
ACRA my junior year in the 
double with Natalie 
What’s Next: taking a gap 
year before graduate school 
to continue research at W&M 
and Jamestown 

Men’s 4x at ACRA
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harder but we got stronger. Our Novice Women’s 4+ boat got more 
in sync every day, and we were lucky enough to have the varsity boats 
training with us and inspiring us to be better rowers every day. ACRA 
training was the perfect transition from novice to varsity, as on and off 
the water we got to know each varsity team member on an individual 
level, and it has only made me more excited to begin fall training and 
spend more time with the varsity women.  
  It was the times with the team that made the hard practices 
worth it. At the end of the second practice, we drove back to our 
respective houses where we made meals together, watched movies, 
and played way too many 
games of Settlers of Catan. 
The first weekend, we got 
day off and spent the day at 
the beach throwing the 
Frisbee and laying in the sun. 
Another day, team held a 
boat-naming ceremony for 
our new 8+, dedicated to the 
former president of William 
& Mary, W. Taylor Reveley III. Reveley was kind enough to stay for a 
practice and watch our men’s team practice with the new boat.  
  Finally, Friday came and it was time to drive down to Georgia. 
After seven hours in a van and a swing row in the afternoon, we 
headed to bed early for a 6 a.m. wake up on Saturday. All crews spent 
the next day pouring their heart and soul into the two races 
scheduled, and at the end of the day many of our boats had made it 
into the grand finals of their respective races. Our Novice 4+ felt so 
grateful and happy that our hard work had paid off and we would be 
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Senior Spotlights 

Tristan Kuhn 

Squad: Varsity Men 
Major: Neuroscience 
Favorite WMRC Memory: 
getting bronze at SIRA my 
junior year in the men’s 4+ 
What’s Next: graduate school 
at Wake Forest to study 
biomedical engineering with 
an emphasis on neural 
engineering 

Abby Williams 

Squad: Varsity Women 
Major: Kinesiology and 
Health Sciences with a 
concentration in Allied Health 
and a Psychology minor 
Favorite WMRC Memory: the 
last two years in the eight at 
SIRA, especially shifting the 
stroke rate up two at the 1000  
What’s Next: taking a gap 
year to work as a personal 
trainer while applying to 
graduate programs to study 
occupational therapy 

President Reveley at the boat naming

Novice Women’s 4+ during ACRA training
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racing against the top boats the next day. 
Preparing for grand finals Sunday morning 
included dynamic stretching, nervous laughing, 
motivational songs, and encouragement from 
Coach Graham. Unfortunately, our novice coach 
Sarah had been unable to join us, but after each 
race we face-timed her just to stay connected, 
and she had made sure to watch the live stream 
of each of our races, supporting us from afar. 
 Just before launching, our boat gathered 
together at the bow ball of the Beth Sala Covin, 
and our coxswain gave us a motivational quote just as Sarah had done for us before every race. 
She used a quote from a movie we had watched that week: “Other people lose it, we find it” – 
Queen Clarisse Renaldi, Princess Diaries 2. And she was right – in order to do our best, we had to 
stay calm. We launched our boat and rowed up to the starting blocks with the usual pre-race 
warm-up. My legs were shaking I was so nervous, but even up to the final countdown we still 
continued to talk and joke in the boat to keep nerves at ease.  

 Suddenly, the race was over. We 
laughed when we saw our post-race 
pictures because we looked so exhausted. 
We had gotten fourth, but we had left it all 
on the course. We weren’t disappointed; 
we had given it our all and we had rowed 
for each other and that was all that 
mattered. We rowed away from the finish 
line, away from the medal stand; then we 
all dropped our oars and held hands in the 

boat smiling, filled with gratitude for an amazing race, amazing friendships, and a great two weeks.  
 Overall on the women’s team, we had our women’s single place 5th in the A Final. One of 
our women’s doubles placed 6th in the B final. Our other double won A Finals and took away gold 
medals! Our women’s pair got 5th in A Final and our Varsity 4+ got 6th in B Final. We were all very 
happy with our results and that our hard work had paid off. Now we have all gone our separate 
ways for summer, but all of us novices are so excited to come back together in the fall as members 
of the varsity team for another great year.  
 D. Simchuk, Novice Women ’21 
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Women’s team “Tribes Out” after an ACRA Practice

One of our Women’s 2x boats at ACRA
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For our last regatta, the William and Mary Rowing Club 
competed at ACRAs on May 26th and 27th on Lake Lanier 
in Gainesville, Georgia. Lake Lanier was the venue of 
Olympic racing in 1996 when Atlanta hosted the summer 
Olympic Games, and it remains one of the best locations 
for racing both for athletes and spectators. ACRAs brings 
club teams from across the country to compete in one 
final championship, including top teams like UC Irvine and 
the University of Delaware. ACRAs celebrates both athletic 
and academic achievements by honoring athletes with a 
GPA of 3.85 or above as First Team All-Academic Rowers 

and those with a 3.5 through a 3.84 as Second Team All-Academic Rowers. From William and 
Mary, Julie Luecke made First Team and Mollie Gaines, Elizabeth Strauss, Adam Hazard, Quinn 
Arnone, and Kevin Antonevich all made Second Team. ACRAs also creates regional teams which 
represent the best athletes based on coach submissions, erg scores, and career racing results. As a 
part of the Mid-Atlantic Region, William and Mary had five athletes (Hannah Bruzzio, Erin 
Biesecker, Elizabeth Owens, Abby Williams, and Catalina Layton) make the team, and our program 
director and women’s coach, Graham Ludmer was also named top coach. 
William and Mary entered nine boats: 
six women’s boats and three men’s 
boat, with thirty athletes competing in 
total. On the women’s side, there was a 
varsity four, a novice four, a pair, a 
single, and two doubles. For the men, 
there was a novice four, a varsity quad, 
and a varsity double. Five boats made it 
to the A Final with the men’s quad 
(Adam Hazard, Tristan Kuhn, David Naitove, Matthew Zachary) placing eighth, the women’s single 
(Hannah Bruzzio) taking fifth, the women’s novice four (Caroline Duckworth, Delaney Simchuk, 
Madeline Walker, Madison Allen, and coxswain Johanna Ruzzi) placing fourth, the women’s pair 
(Elizabeth De Jager and Grace Ford-Dirks) taking fifth, and one of the women’s doubles (Erin 
Biesecker and Abby Williams) winning first. All of the boats did incredibly well against strong 
competition, and the team is already looking towards training for both the upcoming fall and next 
spring seasons! 
 L. Mackey, Novice Men ‘21 
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W&M All-Regional Athletes

Novice Men’s 4+ at ACRA
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Alumni News 
2018 Friends of Williamsburg Rowing Meeting Recap 

On May 19th, the Friends of Williamsburg Rowing (FWR) held 
their annual meeting to discuss the events of the last year and 
cement short- and long-term goals for 2018-2019. FWR is a group 
of alumni, parents, and friends of William and Mary Rowing Club 
(WMRC) and our mission is to support the team in any way possible. 
Our four executive board members, Marshall Irby (President), 
Jessica Beckett (Vice President), Travis Moore (Treasurer), and Alex 
Sullivan (Secretary), all gave updates on their respective positions. 
To recap, FWR has maintained a strong Facebook presence over the 
last year through which we connect with the majority of our alumni. 
Moving forward, our goal is to expand to Instagram in order to 
capture the attention of younger alumni and to diversify our media 
presence. Additionally, due to an incredible effort from WMRC’s 
Quinn Arnone, the Backsplash and Surge have merged to form a 
single entity that will deliver recaps of past memories and advertise 
upcoming events via a succinct email newsletter.  

The most notable discussion at the annual meeting was the 
financial update. For many years, FWR has dreamt of creating an 
endowment fund to provide WMRC with a source of financial 
stability for years to come. While we have not reached our goal yet, 
we increased our principal by almost 250%, largely through the 
generosity of many donors. We are always accepting donations, so 
please feel free to reference the last page of this newsletter for 
options on how to contribute today!  
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Alumni Spotlight 

Brittany Williams ‘12 

Current City: New York City 
Job/School: worked at an 
animal shelter in TN for 3 years 
after graduating, started NYU’s 
Postbacc Pre-Health program at 
2016 for veterinary school 
Current Rowing Involvement: I 
just erged for the first time in 6 
years. I definitely miss rowing 
though - erging not as much! 
Best WMRC Memory: staying in 
Williamsburg after the 2011 
spring semester for ACRAs with 
the Varsity Women’s 4 
What I Miss in Williamsburg: 
W&M’s beautiful campus, and 
seeing the sunrise and sunset 
on the Chickahominy 
Fun Fact: I became the go-to 
person for handling and 
medicating chickens and 
temperamental roosters at the 
animal shelter  
Favorite Hobbies: reading, 
exploring new NYC restaurants 
Favorite Activities at W&M: 
hanging out with my friends in 
the dorms, or the rowing team, 
but I did enjoy the occasional 
late night Wawa run  
Favorite regatta: SIRAs because 
I loved the race course, it was in 

Varsity Men’s 2x at ACRA
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Additionally, coach/director Graham Ludmer and WMRC President Erin Biesecker provided 
updates from the team. This spring, the team has grown to 65 members, who represented WMRC 
at Dad Vail and won 3 medals at SIRAs. The executive board also reached an agreement with 
Williamsburg County to make the entire creek a no wake zone. The future of WMRC is certainly 
bright and we look forward to supporting the team in their future endeavors! 

In terms of the FWR board of directors and executive board, elections are still underway, 
but we look forward to announcing our new leaders in the coming days. We are always open to 
new ideas and fresh perspectives. All parents, alumni, and friends are welcome to reach out, host 
an event, organize a fundraiser, and, most of all, DONATE! We look forward to your continued 
support in the 2018-2019 calendar year as we make it our best year yet.  
 Alex Sullivan, FTR Secretary 

Follow us on instagram @wm_rowing and on Facebook for more! 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Contribution Page 
Friends of Williamsburg Rowing: a not-for-profit 501(c)3 corporation,  

organized for charitable purposes 
Name:  
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Address: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like more information about Williamsburg Boat Club?  ___ Yes ___ No 
Would you like more information about William & Mary Rowing Club?  ___ Yes ___ No 
Are you a W&M graduate?  ___ Yes ___ No Graduation Year: _______ 
Former crew member?        ___ Yes ___ No  Years: __________ 
Are you a parent or relative of a crew member?   ___ Yes ___ No 
 Student: _______________________________  Graduation: ________ 
The name, address, and other information above is new or corrected   ___ Yes ___ No 
I/we wish to remain anonymous       ___ Yes ___ No 
 

Return this form and check payable to "Friends of Williamsburg Rowing" to: 
 Friends of Williamsburg Rowing 
 PO Box 2276 
 Springfield, VA 22153-2276 

Or donate online at: http://williamsburgrowing.org/for-donors/donate-online/ 
You can choose to pay by credit card, debit card, or PayPal. 

http://williamsburgrowing.org/for-donors/donate-online/

