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Men’s and women’s teams after our second successful day at SIRA in Oakridge, TN 

John Hunter Regatta  
All squads had a very successful weekend at their first regatta of 
the season! It may have been a long drive to Gainesville GA, but it 
was worth it to have a chance to row on the 1996 Olympic Course. 
We all went into our races excited to put our hard work and 
preparation over the past several months to the test. The women 
had entries in three events: the varsity 1V8+, the varsity 2V8+, and 
the novice 8+. The 1V8 cruised through their heat to reach the 
grand finals, and after an excellent race placed second overall. The 
2V8 went straight to a final, as there were fewer teams entered, and 
walked through several boats to place third overall. The novice 
women, in their first spring race ever, reached the grand finals for 
their event! They fought hard in the finals, placing fourth overall. All 
of us on the women’s team were very encouraged by these results, 
and are excited and ready for the rest of the season! 
 G. Ford-Dirks, Varsity Women ‘21 
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Upcoming Events 

April 28: End-of-Season 
Potluck Banquet 
Williamsburg, VA 

May 11-12: Dad Vail 
Philadelphia, PA 

May 19: Annual Friends of 
Tribe Rowing Meeting 
Williamsburg, VA 

May 26-27: ACRA  
Gainesville, GA 

Congratulations to 
Medaling Boats! 

John Hunter:   
Varsity Men’s 2- (2nd)  
Varsity Women’s 1V 8+ (2nd) 
Varsity Men’s LT4+ (2nd) 
Varsity Women’s 2V 8+ (3rd) 

Waterfield Cup:   
Varsity Women’s 2x (1st) 
Novice Women’s 4+ (1st) 
Varsity Men’s 2- (2nd)  
Varsity Men’s 4+ (2nd) 
Varsity Men’s 8+ (2nd) 
Novice Men’s 8+ (2nd)  
Varsity Women’s 4+ (3rd) 
Novice Men’s 4+ (3rd)  
Varsity Women’s 1V 8+ (1st) 
Varsity Women’s 2V 8+ (2nd) 
Mixed 8+ (2nd)   
TEAM POINTS TROPHY 

SIRA:    
Varsity Women’s 2x (1st) 
Varsity Men’s 2- (2nd)  
Varsity Women’s 1V 8+ (2nd) 
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On the 24th of March, Tribe Rowing headed to Gainesville, Georgia to compete at the John 
Hunter Regatta! Our boats were able to row down the famous Lake Lanier Olympic Course, which 
usually only those who attend ACRAs can normally row on. After we finished trailering and rigging 
boats, the team made its way to the grandstand, where we’d later watch our teammates give it 
their all during the few moments before crossing the finish line, to be met with the most 
magnificent mural of an extremely muscular man rowing on one side and a man kayaking on 
another on the walls of the Olympic Tower. After being greeted with a sight like that, we knew we 
were in for a great day of competitive racing! 

As our first race of the season and many of the novices’ first real 2k sprint in a boat, it was 
an amazing day all around. We didn’t let the chilly temperature of the late March weather get us 
down or stop us from cheering on each and every boat as they flew down the course. All that 
cheering must have helped because numerous boats medaled that day! The Men’s Varsity 
Lightweight 4 won silver, as did the Men’s Varsity Open Pair. On the women’s side, the first Varsity 
8 won silver and the second Varsity 8 won bronze! It was an excellent start to our season to show 
everyone what real competition looks like! 

But we couldn’t have done as well as 
we did without the support from our 
teammates and our fans! Families of the 
rowers always show up to our regattas and 
occasionally bring food for the team to eat. 
This year was no exception with family 
members braving the crisp conditions with 
us to cheer us on! 
 J. Tharpe, Varsity Men ‘20 

Waterfield Cup 
 At the Waterfield Cup regatta, I had a particularly pleasant experience despite the cold and 
rainy weather. From launch to race, and finish to dock, I laughed with both my crew and VCU’s, 
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Women’s 1V 8+ at John Hunter

Varsity Women’s 2V 8+ at John Hunter
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enjoying lovable banter with a fellow rowers. Compared to other 
regattas, Waterfield may not have been as large, but it had an 
intimate and friendly atmosphere that I haven’t found elsewhere as 
we competed with teams from across the state of Virginia. 

This intimacy paled in comparison, however, to the finest 
part of this sport—it’s uniquely human quality. I remember when our 
program’s double flipped, and I witnessed a team leap into action 
to provide warm clothes and assistance to their friends. I remember 
people literally giving the shirts off their backs for their teammates, 
and when we believed our 4+ had flipped, how we did it again 
without hesitation. The mountain of socks, scarves, pants and shirts 
still stands out clearly to me, but I’ll never forget learning it was 
Virginia Tech’s 4+ and watching that pile grow. 

S. Tompkins, Varsity Men ’20 

"Some people feel the rain. Others just get wet.” This quote from 
Bob Marley pretty much sums up the weather, which was certainly 
the "hot" topic of the day (although if I remember correctly it 
snowed at one point).  In any case, Tribe Rowing was not inclined to 
dance in the rain and jump in the puddles. We were just wet. Cold 
and wet. To keep our spirits up, we had a day full of hot chocolate 
and tea, and really appreciated the extra cups, home-made bread, 
and snacks delivered to us by some of our generous parents who 
made the trek to Blacksburg to come cheer on the Tribe. And an 
extra special thanks to these folks for being great sports and 
making the most of the dreary Saturday to cheer us on.  
  Although some of us spent the day wondering if spring 
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One Tribe One Day 
Update! 

Thank you to everyone 
who participated in the 
College-wide 24 hour 
One Tribe One Day 
fundraiser on April 10! 
The College of William 
and Mary had a record-
breaking 12,770 donors 
give back to the Tribe in 
a single day, raising $2.5 
million! WMRC also had 
a very successful day, 
raising $9,851 through 
142 donors. We were 
just shy of our $10,000 
goal but we raised more 
with fewer people than 
in 2017!  

We could not have 
accomplished this 
success without the 
support of our current 
rowers, alumni and 
friends! Thank you! 
        - Liesel Voges, FWR 

Varsity Men’s Open 4+ at John Hunter
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would ever come, others spent the day trying to avoid flipping into 
the lake or sliding down the dock. The rain gave the water some 
chop and we even had a men overboard situation on our hands. It 
was quite the sight with Tribe rowers quickly running up and down 
the hill from the tent to the dock, removing layers and 
commandeering blankets from fellow teammates. Thankfully 
everyone brought extra layers and selflessly offered dry layers to 
our temporarily submerged teammates. 
  After a couple of weather delays, my boat finally got out on 
the water and raced in a combined event with all of the men's and 
women's varsity eights rowing at the same time. It was a tough fight 
down the wide course at Claytor Lake Park, but we were happy to 
have made it through with our heads above the water. After we 
took our beloved boat, the Carol Stillwell, back to the trailer, we 
promptly took advantage of the heated seats in one of the cars we 
used to drive down. 
  Despite the conditions, the Tribe still managed to buckle 
down and bring home the team points trophy. We will add it to our 
growing collection of shiny silver cups and admire it until next year. 
 A. Watts, Varsity Women ’20 
  

SIRA Regatta 
 Early on April 20th our team took off to one of the most 
exciting events of the year: SIRA, or the Southern Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association regatta. The whole team was ready to see some 
of our most anticipated competitors. For the varsity women’s 
squad, we were looking forward to seeing some of the same teams 
from the John Hunter regatta including the University of Georgia, 
University of Florida, and Clemson (schools all much larger than our 
own). As the weekend progressed the women’s team had great 
results! We started things off with the women’s double speeding 
down the course with the fastest time in their time trials. The first 

day of racing continued with great first competitions down the course for the novice women’s 8, 
varsity women’s second 8, and varsity women’s first 8. After racing on Saturday the varsity women’s 
double and the varsity women’s first 8 were headed to grand finals for their events and the novice 
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Rower Spotlights 

Penelope Benkard, ‘20 

Squad: Varsity Men  
Seat: Coxswain  
Hometown: Princeton 
Junction, NJ  
Major: Math   
Favorite Regatta: SIRA for the 
nice course, Rocketts for the 
Coxswain 500 race 
Fun Fact: I placed 2nd in the 
Coxswain 500 at erg sprints 

Justin Deuell, ‘20 

Squad: Novice Men  
Seat: usually 6, currently 5 
with the bucket rig in the 8+ 
Hometown: Mechanicsville, 
VA    
Major: History, Government 
Favorite Regatta: SIRA  
Fun Fact: I am technically an 
ordained minister
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women’s 8 and women’s second varsity 8 headed to petite finals. 

 As Sunday rolled around everyone woke up to a great start to 
the day as we watched the women’s double win their race! Natalie 
White and Erin Biesecker took home the shirts of all other club 
teams that the raced as they won the traditional bet. When the 
novice women’s 8 went out, the team got to see some more great 
perseverance. Due to some unforeseen circumstances these 
women ended up rowing with only seven people pulling down the 
course. Their ability to push through a tough race with less than 
ideal conditions really showed the fighting spirit of our team. The 
women’s second varsity 8 also put out a great race defeating 
division program Stetson in their tough category. Then, for the last 
race of the day for the program, the women’s first varsity 8 came 
down the course with the same 6 schools in grand finals that they 
went up against last time. Things were tense with the boat hoping 
to defend their third place finish from last season with another 
place on the podium. At 1000 meters into the race, the boat was 
sitting in fourth, but within the third 500 had walked themselves up 
to third place. The gold and silver medal finishers had seemed set 
for not only this entire race, but based on time trials and semifinals 
times as well. Within the last 500, though, William & Mary came 
through. The announcer noted that in the last 8 strokes our team’s 
boat defeated the University of Florida boat to come into a second 
place finish, the highest in William & Mary’s history for an 8.  
       The weekend did 
not disappoint as it delivered exciting races, beautiful weather, and 
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Rower Spotlight 

Izzy Owens, ’19 

Squad: Varsity Women 
Seat: 6 seat in the 1V 8+ 
Hometown: Reston, VA 
Major: Chemistry   
Favorite Regatta: SIRA  
Fun Fact: I have an 
extraOARdinary love for puns 

Alumni Spotlight 

Kevin Buckler, ’12 

Current City: San Diego, CA 
Job: Sr. Benefits Specialist at 
Wawanesa Insurance  
What I Miss in Williamsburg: 
The Cheese Shop and being 
within walking distance from 
so many friends   
Favorite Hobbies: going to 
EDM concerts, training for a 
half marathon  
Fun Fact: I’m a pescatarian 
Favorite Regatta: SIRA  
Best WMRC Memory: making 
friends on spring break

Varsity Women’s 1st place 2x at SIRA
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great sportsmanship. We are all ready to train for our 
remaining races after the semester and to begin the process 
all over again for next year!     
 R. Youngerman, Varsity Women ‘19 

Ever since I was a freshman, SIRAs has always been my 
favorite regatta by far. For a relatively small club such as 
William and Mary, it offers the best level of competition for a 
school of our size. As a freshman, I looked up to the fast 
varsity lightweight men’s boat that took silver and dreamed 
of one day making a boat like that. As a shrinking novice 
squad of four consistent novice men my freshman year, my 
hopes of a lightweight four seemed impractical. However, my 
dreams were realized when I made it into the lightweight four my junior year and my four was 

lucky enough to get bronze at SIRAs. Though my boat 
did not get to race this year, I was extremely happy for 
how we’ve grown as a program. Three boats 
medaling at this level of competition (the men’s pair, 
women’s double, and women’s eight) seemed a far 
and away fantasy when I was a freshman whereas it is 
just a piece of what this team can achieve now. I have 
high hopes for rest of the season and for the future 
when I am no longer part of the team, because I know 
it is in good hands.  
 T. Kuhn, Varsity Men ’18 

Alumni News 
Who are the Friends of Williamsburg Rowing? 
For anybody who hasn’t heard of us, the Friends of Williamsburg Rowing (FWR) is an organization 
dedicated to supporting the sport of rowing in Williamsburg, Virginia. We serve as the William and 
Mary Rowing Club’s (WMRC) Alumni Organization, working closely with the WMRC board to keep 
alumni informed, interested in, and involved with the team. We work to develop a strong rowing 
program at the College of William & Mary, as well as to promote and produce educational and 
financial resources for the club.  
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2nd place Varsity Men’s 2- at SIRA

2nd place Varsity Women’s 8+ at SIRA
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Annual Friends Meeting 
The Friends of Williamsburg Rowing is excited to announce its annual meeting on May 19th at 4pm 
in Williamsburg, VA.  During this meeting, we will discuss the events of the last year, goals for the 
future, and will elect new executive board members.  We also hope to coordinate the boat naming 
ceremony for WMRC’s new boat at that time.  All friends, family, alumni, and current rowers are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting to learn more about FWR!!!  Conference call 
attendance will be available, more details to come. 

— Alex Sullivan (Secretary) and Marshall Irby (President) 

FWR March Madness Bracket Challenge 
 March Madness has come and gone and wow! It was a crazy 
tournament: UMBC was the first men's 16-seed to upset a 1-seed, the #11 
Loyola Chicago made a Cinderella-run to the Final Four with Sister Jean, and 
defending champ UNC didn't even make it to the second weekend.  
 Many competitive brackets were submitted to the WMRC/FWR 
alumni challenge. This year, bragging rights go to Alex Sullivan, whose 
bracket crushed the competition in much the same fashion as UMBC 
embarrassed UVA (boo UVA!).  It has been said that Alex’s college basketball 
knowledge and prowess rival that of basketball pundits such as Jay Bilas and 
Dick Vitale.  Some have even called him the “Bobby Knight of the Millennial 
Generation”. His ability to randomly pick winners certainly surpasses his 

ability to actually play basketball.  We look forward to another fierce competition next year.  Thank 
you to all the alumni who participated and donated this year!!! 
 — Alex Sullivan and Rose Dziedzic
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Want to learn more about the Friends of Williamsburg Rowing? Visit our website: 

williamsburgrowing.org 


