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Homecoming  
 As the summer days started to fall behind and Homecoming 
was just around the corner, the excitement of the Homecoming 
parade and festivities began to excite the entire crew team. The 
crew team is notorious for its float of members from all squads with 
everyone excited about being right in the heart of fall racing 
season. This year’s Homecoming was a surprise to all of the novice 
rowers as we experienced what William & Mary’s celebration is like 
for the very first time. The Homecoming parade theme this year 
was “A Journey Through Time”. To match the theme, the crew float 
had people sporting uniforms and apparel from years when the 
crew team originated in 1985 through today’s generation of rowers 
wearing the current uniforms. As the team took a break from the 
Chickahominy River to celebrate Homecoming with Tribe fans, we 
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THE BACKSPLASH 
Homecoming | Richmond Chase | Head of the Hooch | Crews-giving

Congratulations to all 
Tribe Rowing Boats! 

Richmond Chase:     
Varsity Women’s 1V 8+ (1st) 
Novice Men’s 8+ (1st)  
Varsity Women’s LT4+ (1st) 
Varsity Men’s 4+ (2nd) 
Varsity Men’s 4+ (3rd) 
Varsity Women’s 4+ (4th) 
Varsity Women’s 2V 8+ (4th) 
Novice Women’s 4+ (4th) 

Head of the Hooch:  
Varsity Women’s 1V 8+ (4th) 
Varsity Women’s LT4+ (7th) 
Varsity Women’s 2X (9th) 
Novice Men’s 4+ (10th) 
Varsity Men’s 2X (13th) 
Varsity Men’s 1V 4+ (17th) 
Novice Men’s 8+ (18th) 
Varsity Women’s 2V 8+ (18th) 
Varsity Men’s 8+ (18th) 
Novice Women’s 4+ (22nd)  
Varsity Women’s 4+ (23rd) 
Novice Women’s 8+ (23rd)  
Varsity Men’s 2V 4+ (24th) 

So Many Boats! 

You may have noticed that 
I’ve listed all of our boats at 
these regattas rather than just 
the medaling ones. This is 
because we are so proud of 
the breadth and depth of our 
team, and want to recognize 
the performance of every 
rower, especially as we go to 
more competitive regattas 
like Head of the Hooch! 
Congrats to every boat on 
every squad this season!

Tribe Rowing’s Homecoming Parade Float
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were thrilled to be sporting the green and gold as crew members. 
The crew team’s float was a huge hit to the parade watchers as some 
of the members of the team erg-ed as the rest of the team cheered 
them on and waved to students, faculty, Williamsburg community 
members, and many familiar Rent-A-Rower program faces. The crew 
team was lucky to have many alumni come back for the weekend to 
celebrate their Tribe pride together as a team for the weekend as we 
prepared for the Richmond Chase Regatta.  
  E. Bommer, Novice Women ‘22 

Richmond Chase 
 Our semesterly trip to Richmond this year was a success! We had a great time despite the 
cold weather that hit us. Richmond Chase is always a great regatta to come out and show other 
Virginia teams what William and Mary can do, and it also gives us a chance to try out new lineups 
that we otherwise wouldn’t be able to try. Many rowers on both the men’s and women’s side were 
able to double race in 4s and 8s. I know that I had the opportunity to race in my favorite boat (a 
double) at the Richmond Chase for the first time this season and I was super stoked! Rowing up to 
the start for the warm-up felt like a breeze, it was so smooth because the current was going with 
us. Turning around to race the 5k back down, however, felt almost endless! The current was going 
against us and I know my pair and I were really feeling it. But even with the current, it’s always a lot 
of fun to go to Richmond and be able to see a little bit of the city. After coming off of the dock, we 
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Tribe Rowing 
Raffle Update! 

We’d like to extend a huge 
thank-you to all of the 
family and friends in our 
Tribe Rowing community 
that bought tickets for our 
Fall 2018 Fundraising 
Raffle. Due to all of your 
participation, we were 
able to raise over $2500 
for our team, which is so 
amazing! Our first prize 
winner was J. Chirico, our 
second prize winner was 
Steve Swartz, and our third 
prize winner was Yvetta. 
Congratulations to these 
three! Once again, thank 
you all for your dedication 
to helping our team 
achieve its fundraising 
goals!

Varsity Men’s 4+ at Richmond Chase
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found out all the squads walked away with some hardware, which is always great to see the team 
improving from semester to semester! 

After the race, since it was the last Richmond regatta for some of the seniors, we all went 
out to a pizza place to grab a slice. It was really exciting to be able to spend time with the people 
that I had been on the team with since I started as a freshman. I am so fortunate to have such a 
great group of people to have spent my years at college with!  
  N. White, Varsity Women ‘19 

Midway through the Fall 2018 racing 
season, the Richmond Chase was the 
perfect way to assess how much we had 
improved since our first regatta and get 
one more 5k done and dusted before 
our last race of the season, Head of the 
Hooch, and the beginning of winter 
training. After traveling a short distance 
to Richmond on a chilly Saturday 
morning, all squads were in high spirits 
for our second regatta of the season 

despite the early wake up call, and we were ready to demonstrate the fruits of our labor while 
competing against several local college teams. With the experience of one regatta and a few 
weeks more of training behind us, all crews felt a little more comfortable in their particular lineups 
and further prepared for their races. 

Unlike the Occoquan Challenge, the weather proved to be significantly colder and 
windier, but this did not deter our line down the James River! Instead of letting the strong current 
discourage us, it drove the team to 
pass boats and improve upon 
previous races. All squads came away 
with hard-earned victories, with the 
Varsity Women’s 8+ and Lightweight 
4+, and the Novice Men’s 8+ earning 
first place titles, and our two varsity 
men’s 4+ boats taking second and 
third in their respective events. Racing 
against crews like VCU, Richmond, 
and Virginia Tech provided the fun 
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Varsity Men’s 4+ at Richmond Chase

1st Place Novice Men’s 8+ at Richmond Chase
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camaraderie and competition that make rowing all the more 
enjoyable! This served as a testament to the dedication and strength 
of the team as we go into larger regattas like Head of the Hooch, and 

walking away with a few medals certainly didn’t hurt either.  
  K. Rheins, Varsity Women ‘21

Head of the Hooch 
The first weekend in November, Tribe Rowing packed up and began 
our trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee, where we competed in the Head 
of the Hooch regatta. While our team has attended this race in the 
past, we haven’t gone in recent years, so it was a new experience for 
all our rowers. Luckily, we have some alumni connections in the area, 
and were all able to sleep for free in a comfortable church space in 
Signal Mountain where we bonded as a team when we weren’t at the 
racecourse by playing games such as four square, Uno, Jenga, and 
more. Huge thank you to those at Signal Crest United Methodist 
Church for hosting us! 

On Saturday morning, we arrived to a foggy course on the 
Tennessee River, and unfortunately saw some delays in the day’s 
racing schedule. However, all of our boats still made it safely down the 
course. The venue made for some great views of the river, and we had 
lots of fun watching our teammates come down through the last 
bridge and cheering them on as they finished their 5Ks. All of our 
boats, on both men’s and women’s squads, showed up and put forth a 
great performance at this competitive regatta. As a major East coast 
fall regatta, second only in size to Head of the Charles, the Hooch was 
an amazing experience not only in terms of actually rowing, but also 
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Alumni Spotlight 

Nishant Kishore ’10 

Current City: Boston, MA  
Life Since W&M: Lots has 
happened! I went to 
Nicaragua with the Peace 
Corps, worked in Mexico, got 
my MPH in Atlanta, worked 
for the CDC, and now am 
doing my PhD in 
Epidemiology at the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health.  
Best WMRC Memory: 
Sprinting into the finals race 
at SIRAs or "jungle rules" 
after the last turn to the dock 
on the Chick! 
What I Miss in Williamsburg: 
The frisbee golf course 
across W&M’s campus  
Fun Fact: I run a half or full 
marathon for my birthday 
every year (not very fast, it's 
more of a roll across the 
finish line situation!)  
Involvement in Rowing: Yup, 
I’m still involved! I do general 
sweeps at Community 
Rowing in Boston.  
Favorite Hobbies: I've taken 
up biking recently which has 
been a blast. 
Favorite Regatta: Head of 
the Charles for watching, still 
SIRAs for the race because of 
the perfectly straight course. 

Varsity Men’s 8+ at Head of the Hooch
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as related to enjoying the rowing community 
as a whole. The event had lots of vendors and 
other fun tents that gave i t a great 
atmosphere. We loved attending this regatta, 
and we hope to be back and surpass our 

performance there next fall!  
 Q. Arnone, Varsity Women ‘20 

 Both women’s squads had a very successful weekend at their final regatta of the season! It 
may have been a long drive to get to Chattanooga TN, but it was worth it to have a chance to row 
at the second largest regatta in the country, especially with such beautiful fall color all around us. 
We all went into our races excited to put their hard work and preparation over the past several 
months to the test. We had seven entries in six events, and raced our varsity 1V8+, our varsity 
2V8+, our novice 8+, our novice 4+, our varsity 2x, our varsity 4+, and our lightweight varsity 4+. 
The 1V8+ did incredibly well facing tough competition, and ultimately placed fourth overall! The 
2V8+, the varsity open 4+, and the varsity 2x all placed in the top half of their events. The novice 
women showed off all their hard work and preparation throughout the season and placed 23rd 
out of 39 boats. All of us on the women’s team were very encouraged by these results, and are 
excited and ready to head into winter training. We look forward to working hard and getting faster 
in anticipation of the spring season!  
 G. Ford-Dirks, Varsity Women ‘21 

Crews-giving 
    On Saturday, November 17th, all of the 
William and Mary Rowing Club’s squads 
gathered together at the Sadler Center to 
celebrate the end of an amazing fall 5K 
season. Boat families and individual rowers 
alike worked hard in the kitchen Saturday 
morning to create an impressive Thanksgiving 
spread for everyone to share (including two 
turkeys, a handful of homemade pies, and 
enough sides to take up an entire table). 
Laughter and shouts filled the Chesapeake 
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Varsity Women’s 2X at Head of the Hooch

Varsity Women’s 8+ at Head of the Hooch
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room as rowers and coxswains 
exchanged stories from the 
regattas and practices of the 
past three months, reminiscing 
on both the individual and the 
collective highs and lows that 
make rowing (and William and 
Mary Rowing Club) so special. 
      Personally, Thanksgiving is 
my favorite holiday; I love being 
able to spend an entire day with 
those I love most, eating great 
food and giving thanks for the wonderful opportunities, relationships, and experiences life has 
thrown my way. Unsurprisingly, Crews-giving is my favorite team tradition. I think there’s 
something special about being able to take a break from schoolwork and instead spend the day 
cooking with my boat family and relaxing with my best friends. Like so many other team members, 
I consider this club my family and, after all, there are no better people to celebrate the holidays 
with than your family. 
  M. Hogan, Varsity Women ‘21 

Want more of  William & Mary Rowing?  
Check out our website: www.wmrowing.org  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Varsity Women’s 8+ at Head of the Hooch

http://www.wmrowing.org
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Contribution Page 
Friends of Williamsburg Rowing: a not-for-profit 501(c)3 corporation,  

organized for charitable purposes 
Name:  
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Address: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like more information about Williamsburg Boat Club?  ___ Yes ___ No 
Would you like more information about William & Mary Rowing Club?  ___ Yes ___ No 
Are you a W&M graduate?  ___ Yes ___ No Graduation Year: _______ 
Former crew member?        ___ Yes ___ No  Years: __________ 
Are you a parent or relative of a crew member?   ___ Yes ___ No 
 Student: _______________________________  Graduation: ________ 
The name, address, and other information above is new or corrected   ___ Yes ___ No 
I/we wish to remain anonymous       ___ Yes ___ No 
 

Return this form and check payable to "Friends of Williamsburg Rowing" to: 
 Friends of Williamsburg Rowing 
 136 16TH ST NE 

 Washington, DC 20002 

Or donate online at: http://williamsburgrowing.org/for-donors/donate-online/ 
You can choose to pay by credit card, debit card, or PayPal. 
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http://williamsburgrowing.org/for-donors/donate-online/

